
Literacy and Mathematics in the 
Early Years



Literacy 
-Learning to read
-Learning to write

Mathematics
-Focus on counting and number



What is phonics and why is it taught? 

Phonics is one of the ways children are taught to read 
and write. It helps children to learn the relationship 
between letters and the sounds that they make. For 

example, they’ll learn that the grapheme (written letter) 
‘s’ makes a ‘ssss’ sound when you say it out loud. 

Learning to read…



Monster Phonics is broken 
down into phases. 
Over the phases, your 
child will learn how to 
recognise:
o rhythm, alliteration 

and rhyme;
o graphemes (written 

letters).

Picture 
and action







Then we teach…

Digraphs

Trigraphs

There are 26 letters in the 
alphabet but there are 44 sounds

and over 100 different ways of 
spelling them. 

This is why English is one of the 
most complex languages to learn!





By learning letters and sounds in phonics children can begin to read 
and spell simple words.





Monster Phonics uses the 10 monsters to categorise all 
sounds into 10 simple areas. Each monster has a 

different colour and that colour represents that way of 
spelling the sound.







• Children need to 
learn to read words 
by sight as there are 
many words which 
cannot be sounded 
out using phonics.

Sight reading



• Phonics bag
• Monster Phonics books and 

picture books. (3 reads)
• Reading at home

https://monsterphonics.com/books-old/stage-1-sample/








Children’s arms and hands contain a series of pivotal joints which 
develop from biggest to smallest (shoulder, elbow, wrist, fingers).

Fine motor control is when the mark making ends at the smallest set of 
pivots, right at the end of the fingers. Ready for writing!

A child will find it hard to master fine motor activities until gross motor 
skills are developed. Core strength is needed for writing too!

Learning to write…
Writing = Confidence to pick up a pencil and make                                   

marks on paper + being developmentally ready                                        
(strong core and hand muscles). 



How can we help to 
develop gross motor 

skills?



How can we help to 
improve fine motor skills?



•Holding two tools or flipper flappers 
at the same time helps both sides of 
the body work together.

•Using both hands at the same times 
connects the left and right side of the 
brain.

•Gripping tools with 
the whole hand builds 
overall muscle tone in 
the arms, hands, and 
core, ensuring 
children are physically 
strong enough to sit 
and write.



Stages of Writing



Who, or 
what, do you 
think the 
leaf thief 
was?

Character, setting, adventure time- I wonder…?

Who, or what, do you think the leaf 
thief was?

‘Sprinkling vocabulary’ ‘Story 
dream!’



Opens up the 
magical world of 
stories and tales! Enriches 

language skills

Enter into a 
world full of 
imagination!

Promotes confidence 
and joy in drawing, mark 
making and writing!

Develops fine 
motor and 
writing skills

Spending time 
together!

•Greg Bottrill











Finley              FINLEY

If they’re wanting to write at home with you, give them 
a purpose and a reason e.g. during games/role play, or 

writing in a birthday card…



Mathematics

spatial awareness

numbers

quantities

shapes

patterns

measures



Saying the number names in order is one way,    e.g.                                  
like counting to ten when you are playing hide and seek. 

Once children know the number names in order, other skills they need 
to learn are:
•co-ordinating saying one number with touching one object at a time

•counting objects, actions and  sounds

•separating the objects counted from those not counted

•recognising a small group of objects without counting.

•realising that the final number said describes 'how many,' and that 
rearranging the objects does not affect the amount.

Learning to count…



Ordering numbers

Compare quantities

1 more 1 less

Fluency= deep 
understanding 
of numbers to 
10

Keeping score and 
recording in simple ways



Recognising a small group of 
objects without counting

We spend a lot of time practising and developing 
subitising skills!

Makes working out maths 
problems a lot faster…
Fluency.





Different representations of 4. Making ‘collections’ 
Building up a mental picture…

Finding maths in pictures…

Numicon…

Dice games…



Conceptual subitising…

Grouping to find the total 
without actually counting 

each one.



Grouping with apparatus…

Pictures…

Patterns…

Games like
‘Snap’…

Sorting and 
counting…



I can see 
1 dolphin 

at the 
bottom.

I can see 4 
dolphins.

I wonder how 
many dolphins 

there are 
altogether…

Sometimes, we might see groups within a picture.



Adding and subtracting…Fives frames…

Tens frames…

Working with apparatus



Reasoning…



Steve Wyborney
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www.stevewyborney.com

SPLAT!

http://www.stevewyborney.com/


Any questions?


